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Chapter 1: The Declaration

IMAGINE THE WORLD YOU WANT TO LIVE IN...
…where healthy communities
and cities thrive among resilient
ecosystems. The natural world
is nurtured for the benefit
of all living creatures and to
safeguard the climate.

It’s a world where people and land are partners.
where people and forests grow

In 2014, governments, companies, Indigenous
peoples’ groups, and civil society declared
they wanted to make that world a reality.

together.

But alas…
the world they dreamed
of has not come to pass.
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In New York, they laid out ten INTERRelated
goals -- the New York Declaration on Forests
(NYDF) – that, if achieved, would ensure a
prosperous and sustainable future.

The NYDF now has over 200 endorsers,
all of whom use, manage, influence, and
benefit from forests in different ways.

Each has promised to do their part to stop
forest loss and restore degraded
landscapes and forestlands.
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Ancient boreal forests, tropical
rainforests, dry woodlands –
all continue to be cut down, often
for the sake of short-sighted
economic growth and increasing
global demand for commodities.

The world is losing 10 million hectares of
forests per year, an area the size of Iceland.
The NYDF target of cutting deforestation
in half by 2020 was not met.
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Why are we not on track ?
The reasons are many –
-- But much of it is due to THe difference in what we say
we want to do (conserve and restore forests) and what
we actually do (invest in their destruction).

Many countries rely on large-scale
infrastructure, commodity agriculture,
and extractive industries to drive their
economies, not accounting for the
impacts on forests and communities.
Nearly 20% of tropical intact
forest landscapes overlap with
mining, oil, and gas concessions.

Just seven agricultural commodities – cattle, palm
oil, soy, cocoa, rubber, coffee, and wood fiber –
drive more than half of tree cover loss.

And almost 2/3 of the top 150 financial institutions –
who channel trillions of dollars into high forest-risk
companies – have no deforestation policies in place.

At the same time, Indigenous peoples and local communities
continue to be displaced and disregarded, despite the fact
they are the best stewards of forest lands.

But there are signs
of progress...

Governments have committed
an average of US$2.4 billion
per year for forest-based
climate mitigation.

Many agricultural companies
have made commitments to
remove deforestation from
their supply chains.

PARIS AGREEMENT

Most countries who have
updated their pledges under
the Paris Agreement recognize
forests as a climate solution.
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Dozens of countries havE MADE
PROGRESS ON REDD+ programs,
and Hundreds of millions of
dollars will flow to countries
that are reducing deforestation.

Consumer markets like the EU,
U.S. UK, and China are adopting
demand-side measures to
reduce or eliminate (illegal)
deforestation FROM
commodities they import.
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The way forward must start now.

The longer we wait, the harder it
becomes to create the world we want…

…but it’s not too late!

To secure the vision of the world we want, we need
to reduce the rate of deforestation by over one
million hectares per year. Such a change would
be unprecedented – but we can and must do it.

How? We need a new business as
usual. One that places nature and
forests at the forefront.

To get out of this spiral of destruction,
governments must embrace alternative
development pathways that account for the
value of forests and urgently work to improvE
application and enforcement of the
forest-protective policies already in place.

Governments, companies, and the finance
sector need to drastically increase
transparency and inclusiveness in their
decision-making. Without transparency,
there can be no accountability.

We need to break down barriers that keep
Indigenous peoples and local communities
from managing their ancestral territories
and playing a key role in decision-making.

We must embrace collaboration
within and across sectors to address their
impacts on forests and communities.

Forests are a climate change solution that is
ready to deploy, now, at scale. We have to put
the right rules in place and develop frameworks that account for forests’ value.

We know what we must do to meet
the NYDF goals. We’re on our way,
but we have a long way to go.

Let’s get there together.
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